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To the principals of post-primary schools in Northern Ireland

HIGHER EDUCATION TUITION FEES and STUDENT FINANCE ARRANGEMENTS for STUDENTS from NORTHERN IRELAND in ACADEMIC YEAR 2012/13

The Minister for Employment and Learning, Dr Stephen Farry MLA has recently outlined to the Northern Ireland Assembly the Department’s proposals for higher education tuition fees and student finance in Northern Ireland for those considering entry to undergraduate degree courses in academic year 2012/13.

The key message from the announcements is that from academic year 2012/13, higher education fees for Northern Ireland (and EU) students at institutions in Northern Ireland will be capped at £3,465, subject to annual inflationary increases. The Department will also legislate to enable institutions in Northern Ireland to charge fees above £3,465 to students from England, Wales or Scotland coming to Northern Ireland to study.

In 2012/13, students from Northern Ireland commencing undergraduate courses in England, Scotland and Wales will be charged tuition fees of up to £9,000 per year.

The Department will continue to provide these students with loans to cover tuition fees of up to £9,000. In addition eligible students can apply for grants and loans for living costs.

I enclose for information some question and answer material which was published to coincide with Minister Farry’s announcements. It would be very helpful if you could disseminate this information within your school, in particular to all year 13 pupils who are considering entry to higher education from September 2012, and to teachers and careers staff.
A booklet with more comprehensive information entitled “Financial Support for Higher Education 2012/13” will be published later this year and available from the Student Finance NI offices at the Education and Library Boards in Northern Ireland. Further information on tuition fees and student finance can also be found on www.nidirect.gov.uk and www.studentfinanceni.co.uk
I hope that you and your students find this information useful and thank you for your co-operation in this matter. 

Yours sincerely
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FERGUS DEVITT
Director of Higher Education
